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In accordance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. Sections 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, 
Applicants hereby submit the following documents for the Examiner's consideration. 

(1) German Patent Application No. 198 50 037 published May 12, 1999, which is 
discussed in the English language translation of the instant application beginning on page 1, 
paragraph 4. Moreover, for the convenience of the Examiner, Applicant hereby submits an 
English language abstract of the German Application; 

(2) European Patent Application No. 0 528 387 published February 24, 1993, which 
is discussed in the English language translation of the instant application beginning on page 2, 
paragraph 2; 

The following documents were cited in a Search Report conducted in Intemational Patent 
Application No. PCT/AT2004/000196, which is a counterpart of the above-captioned 
application. Applicant notes that a copy of the Search Report has been forwarded to the 
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Examiner on December 2, 2005, and therefore, a copy will not be submitted herewith. In 
particular, the Intemational Examiner cited: 

(3) U.S. Patent No. 4,134,883 issued January 16, 1979 to MENDELSOHN et al. cited 
as an "X" category document (i.e., particular relevance) and as a "Y" category document (i.e., 
particular relevance; cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when combined with one 
or more other such documents). The Examiner identified col. 1, lines 20-35, col. 2, lines 5 - 
10 and table 1 as relevant to claims 1 - 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, 42, 47 and 51 as an "X" category 
document, and relevant to claims 4, 7, 10, 1 1, 13 - 15 and 43 as a "Y" category document; 

(4) U.S. Patent No. 6,199,678 issued March 13, 2001 to REO cited as an "Y" 
category document and as an "A" category document (i.e., technological background). The 
Examiner identified the abstract and figures 5a - 5c, 6a and 6b as relevant to claims 4 and 43 as a 
"Y" category document, and relevant to claim 1 as an "A" category document; 

(5) U.S. Patent No. 1,101,209 issued June 23, 1914 to PITT cited as an "X" category 
document and as an "Y" category document. The Examiner identified figures 2 - 5 as relevant 
to claims 21 - 23 as an "X" category document, and as relevant to claim 7 as a "Y" category 
document; 

(6) Japanese Patent Publication No. 03264490 published November 25, 1991 cited as 
a "Y" category document and as an "A" category document. The Examiner identified the 
abstract and figs. 2 - 6 as relevant to claims 10 and 11 as a "Y" category document, and as 
relevant to claim 1 as an "A" category document. Moreover, for the convenience of the 
Examiner, Applicant hereby submits an English language abstract of the Japanese Publication; 

(7) Japanese Patent Publication No. 04032491 published February 4, 1992 cited as a 
"Y" category document and as an "A" category document. The Examiner identified the abstract 
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as relevant to claim 13 as a "Y" category document, and as relevant to claim 1 as an "A" 
category document. Moreover, for the convenience of the Examiner, Applicant hereby submits 
an English language abstract of the Japanese Publication; 

(8) U.S. Patent No. 3,568,813 issued March 9, 1971 to SCHAEFFER et al. cited as a 
"Y" category document and as an "A" category document. The Examiner identified figure 4 as 
relevant to claim 14 as a "Y" category document, and as relevant to claim 1 as an "A" category 
document; 

(9) U.S. Patent No. 3,623,590 issued November 30, 1971 to JOHNSON cited as a 
"Y" category document and as an "A" category document. The Examiner identified figures 1 - 
4 as relevant to claims 15 and 26 as a "Y" category document, and as relevant to claim 1 as an 
"A" category document; 

(10) U.K. Patent Specification No. 1 305 935 published February 7, 1973 cited as an 
"X" category document and as an "Y" category document. The Examiner identified page 3, 
lines 50 - 60 and page 4, lines 1 - 15 as relevant to claims 16, 17, 20, 44, 45 and 51 as an "X" 
category document, and as relevant to claims 18 and 19 as an "Y" category document; 

(11) U.S. Patent No. 3,048,256 issued August 7, 1962 to SKINNER cited as a "Y" 
category document and as an "A" category document. The Examiner identified the entire 
document as relevant to claims 18, 33 and 46 as a "Y" category docimient, and as relevant to 
claim 16 as an "A" category document; 

(12) German Patent Application No. 299 03 376 published September 2, 1999 cited as 
a " Y" category document and as an "A" category document. The Examiner identified figures 1 - 
3 as relevant to claims 19, 27, 28 and 41 as a "Y" category document, and as relevant to claims 
16 and 21 as an "A" category document; 
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(13) Japanese Patent Publication No. 01048795 published February 23, 1989 cited as 
an "X" category document and as an "Y" category document The Examiner identified the 
abstract and figures 1 - 6 as relevant to claims 21 - 25, 29 - 32, 34 - 40 and 42 - 45 as a "X" 
category document, and as relevant to claims 26 - 28, 33, 41, 43 and 46 as an "Y" category 
document. Moreover, for the convenience of the Examiner, Applicant hereby submits an English 
language abstract of the Japanese Publication; 

(14) U.S. Patent No. 4,005,773 issued February 1, 1977 to BOUILLE cited as an "X" 
category document. The Examiner identified col. 5, lines 25 - 28 as relevant to claims 1 and 47 - 
50 as an "X" category document. 

Applicant submits herewith a copy of an Official Action conducted in Austrian 
Application No. 860/2003, which is a counterpart of the above-captioned application. For the 
convenience of the Examiner, Applicant submits herewith an English language translation of the 
Office Action. In particular, the Austrian Examiner cited: 

(1 5) German Patent Application No. 28 1 3 028 published February 1 5, 1 979; 

(16) German Patent Application No. 39 21 888 published January 17, 1991. 
Moreover, for the convenience of the Examiner, Applicant hereby submits an English language 
abstract of the German Patent Application; 

(17) Item (5); 

(18) U.S. Patent No. 4,776,446 issued October 1 1 , 1 988 to FISHER et al. 
Applicant submits herewith a copy of the Intemational Preliminary Report on 

Patentability (Form PCT/IB/373) conducted in Intemational Patent Application No. 
PCT/AT2004/000196. For the convenience of the Examiner, Applicant submits herewith an 
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English language translation of the Form PCT/IB/373. In particular, the International Examiner 
cited: 

(19) item (3); 

(20) item (10); and 

(21) item (5). 

Each of the above-cited documents are listed on the enclosed completed copy of the 
PTO-1449 Form. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to consider these documents and to 
indicate such consideration by returning a signed and initialed copy of the PTO-1449 Form with 
the first official communication. 

Moreover, copies of the Office Action, Intemational Preliminary Report on Patentability, 
and of the cited non-U.S. patent documents are being submitted herewith. However, pursuant to 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office's decision to waive the requirement under 37 C.F.R 1.98 
(a)(2)(i), copies of the cited/listed U.S. patents and U.S. published patent applications are not 
enclosed herewith. Moreover, if any copies are needed, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
contact the undersigned. 



Applicant notes that while this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than 
three months from the filing date, Applicant has not received a first action on the merits from the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Accordingly, consideration of the enclosed document is 
required under 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(b)(3). 

However, if the first action on the merit has been mailed prior to the filing date of this 
Information Disclosure Statement, Applicant hereby authorizes the Commissioner to charge any 
fees necessary to ensure consideration of the documents cited herein to Deposit Account No. 19- 



0089. 
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Should there be any questions or comments, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
vmdersigned at the below-listed telephone number. 




Neil F. Greenblum 

Reg. No. 28,394 Robert W. Mueller 

Reg. No. 35,043 



GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.L.C. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston,VA 20191 
(703)716-1191 
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DOCUMENT NUMBER 
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MENDELSOHN et 
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